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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_________________________________


Return of the Messenger





    Normally this space is used to list those who need our prayers and it will be again but I am using it now to say something about the return of the Messenger. 


     First I want to thank each of you for the many encouraging comments over the first five years as well as your encouragement about its return. I know from your comments that you realize my goal was to provide something more than a general news letter about the work here. The “Seed” articles have been writer to address specific questions or needs brought to my attention and the articles by other men were carefully selected to provide some meaningful edification, all in an effort to help us in our work and worship of the Lord. 


     After five years I felt it was necessary for me to take a break and regroup. That has taken longer than I wanted or expected but now the time has come. I have asked for the help of the men and several have responded. If you have input that you think would help, talk to me about it.  Working together and with the Lord’s help we will keep the messenger meaningful and informative for years to come.  Thanks again for your support.


				JP


________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Mark Bowman


Song Leader----Drew Bowman


Lord's Supper---Ross Statham


   Asst. 1-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 2-----Marty Hammond


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Matt Jones


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Joey Jackson


Read Scripture---Bill Hodges


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer-----Ryan Pink 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Steve Huff


Song Leader-------David Holmes


2nd Prayer------Preston Jackson


Read Scripture ---Rodee Bruns


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Ross Statham


Announcements----Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---George Wilson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Malcolm Smith


 Invitation---Ken Gay


 Closing Prayer---Cecil Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Seed For


THOUGHT




















 What will You do Different this Year?





    Wow! Another year has past and we wonder where the time went. We are left to ponder all those resolutions we made and how many short falls there were. Consequently, we make new resolutions and most often they are pretty much a renewal of the ones we made last year. It's an indication that 1. We realize the need to make such changes and 2. We did not do a very good job keeping the ones we made.


    While we often fail to keep or act upon these goals that would make us healthier and happier with our lives, it is no big deal.  We just try to do better next time. On the other hand when it is something that affects our spiritual life it is another matter. When we fail to achieve spiritual goals, it leaves us vulnerable to sin and keeps us from the most important goal i.e. being more Christ-like as God would have us be.


    I read an article a while back entitled, "If we keep doing what we have always done, the results will be the same". The author spoke of desiring results without making the necessary change in an effort to achieve results. It won't work. Such truisms do not need much commentary, but it brings me to the point of this "Seed for Thought". What will you do different this year, to achieve your goals, to be a better citizen in God's kingdom?


    A couple years ago we talked about loving God more, loving one another more, studying God's word more, spending more time in prayer, giving more to God, doing our share of the work, doing more for His cause, being more prudent in worship, and giving diligence to Peter’s words. (II Peter 1: 5-8).  





Cont. on page 3











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Everyday Christianity


By Brent Lewis           (R)








[study, KJV] to present yourself approved to God, a worker that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).  Surely the noble Bereans serve as a good example for us when we are told that they “searched the Scriptures daily”) Acts 17:11).


     Our children attend public school five days during the week, for nine months out of the year, to learn arithmetic and grammar and geography.  Do you suppose they can go to Bible classes for an hour or two each week and thus become and remain faithful Christians?  No, they need more teaching and study than that.  None of us can truly “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18) without a daily study of God’s word.


3.  A daily religion also involves daily evangelism.  Jesus said to the people of his time, “I sat daily with you, teaching in the temple…” (Matthew 26:55).  It is obvious that the apostolic church grew bountifully because of daily evangelism upon the part of its members (Acts 2:46; 5:42; 8:1-4).  Someone may say, “Well, I have to work to make a living.”  That is true, but you can find time to teach even while doing this.  Some of the apostles were called into the service of the Lord while they were at work in their profession of fishing (Matthew 4:19).








We sometimes talk about wearing our “Sunday clothes” and our “everyday clothes.”  That I suppose, is nothing too serious.  But there are some people who have a sort of “Sunday religion” and not an everyday religion.  They simply put their religion on and off with their Sunday clothes.


     To other folks Christianity is only a social thing.  The church is really no more to them than a “Sunday club” meeting, just a place to go on Sunday.


     We all need to understand that the religion of Jesus Christ is far more than a “Sunday-go-to-meetin’ ” religion.  Our religion must be a daily religion.


1.  Daily religion involves daily prayer.  It is interesting that under Judaism incense was offered to the Lord daily (Exodus 30:7-8).  The Bible teaches us that incense was a type of prayer (Revelation 5:8; 8:3).  The psalms indicate to us that David prayed daily to the Lord (Psalm 55:17; 88:9).  Like David, the Christian has daily needs, and that ought to involve him in daily prayer (Philippians 4:6).  Remember that Jesus taught His disciples to pray, “Give us day by day our daily bread: (Luke 11:3).


2.  Daily religion involves daily Bible study.   Every Christian ought to “search the Scriptures” (John 5:39).  The apostle Paul said men ought to “Be diligent 











Surely you have met a stranger on a bench at the mall or a plane and talked to him about the weather or the international situation.  Might you not under the same circumstances talk about the Lord or hand that person a good tract?  The apostle Paul said, “I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears” (Acts 20:30-31).  What a noble example this is for all of us today to engage ourselves in personal evangelism.


4.  A daily religion involves daily exhortation.  Christians are to “exhort one another daily” (Hebrews 3:13).  We need to recover our fellow Christians who have gone astray (Galatians 6:1; Romans 15:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:14).  Unfortunately, those who are weak in the faith are often left to sink or swim.  We are our brother’s keeper.


5.  A daily religion involves daily cross-bearing.  Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me” (Luke 9:23).  Our Lord was made to be a perfect sacrifice for us through suffering (Hebrews 2:10; 5:8-9).  Surely, if we follow Him we must expect persecution (2 Timothy 2:11-12; 3:12).


Our religion ought not to be so flimsy that it will not stand everyday wear and tear.  When it comes down to it, men are not going to be saved by sermons and services on Sunday—unless they are acting like saved people all the other days of the week  by the work and service they render in the Master’s cause.


___________________________


Matt 11:28





“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”    			Jesus 
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    If you excelled in these things you are to be commended but if not it is time to buckle down and address the problem. It is not something to which we can shrug our shoulders and say "Oh Well"! 


    What if you invited one more family into your home than you did last year? How much closer would it make us as a church family? 


    What if you found one additional hour per week to seriously study God's word? Would it help you spiritually? 


    What if you could find 10 extra minutes each day to spend in prayer? Would it make you a stronger Christian?


    What if you could increase your giving by 5%? What would it do for our efforts? Do you believe that God would bless us?


    What if you determined to meet all of your duty obligations? Would you feel a closer tie with our church family? 


    What if you invited one additional person to study the bible? Would it affect our efforts to teach the lost?


    What if you made a determination to attend every service (bible class, gospel meeting, VBS, etc) and be on time? Would it enrich your life and that of your children?


    Peter gives a clear picture of such diligence to these matters. "For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ".


(2 Peter 1:8)


    As we begin a new year, let us decide to do something more and different than to just let good intentions slide. I believe that we will be a happier and healthier church and God will be pleased with us.


			JP


�






Questions from the Bible; Give the answer and the scripture.


1. To whom was it said, “this night is thy soul required of the?


2. Who did Paul raise from the dead after he fell from a window?


3. What was the Jew’s only hope for life prior to the Babylonian invasion?


4.  Who was told to place a cord of scarlet thread in the window and why?


Answers to last weeks questions:


























